CHAPTER XII
LUCREZIA'S THIRD MARRIAGE
AT about the time that Burchard was making in
J[\ his "Diarium" those entries which reflect so
grossly upon the Pope and Lucrezia, Gianluca Pozzi,
the ambassador of Ferrara at the Vatican, was writ-
ing the following letter to his master. Duke Ercole3
Lucrezia's father-in-law elect:
This evening, after supper, I accompanied Messer Ge~
rardo Saraceni to visit the Most Illustrious Madonna Lu-
crezia in your Excellency's name and that of the Most Il-
lustrious Don Alfonso. We entered into a long discussion
touching various matters. In truth she showed herself a
prudent, discreet, and good-natured lady.1
The handsome, athletic Cardinal Ippolito d' Este,
with his brothers Sigismondo and Fernando, had ar-
rived in Rome on December 23d with the imposing es-
cort that was to accompany their brother Alfonso's
bride back to Ferrara.
Cesare was prominent in the welcome given them.
Never, perhaps, had he made greater display than on
the occasion of his riding out to meet the Ferrarese,
accompanied by no fewer than four thousand men-at-
arms, and mounted on a great war-horse whose trap-
pings of cloth of gold and jewels were estimated at ten
thousand ducats.
The days and nights that followed, until Lucrezia's
1 See Gregorovius's Lucrezia Borgia.